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THE GARDEN HISTORY SOCIETY IN SCOTLAND 

 
SURVEY OF GARDENS & DESIGNED LANDSCAPES 

RECORDING FORM  

 

A. GENERAL SITE INFORMATION  
(Expand boxes as necessary) 

A1 SITE NAME: 

 

Stracathro House 

 

This is a site in multiple occupancy, involving three owners.  The house and its 

immediate setting are privately owned, as is the walled garden and its immediate 

surroundings. The park is in the ownership of the NHS. The agricultural land of the 

former estate is also in private ownership but does not form part of this record. 

 

Access to the immediate setting of the house was not possible. However, aspects of it in 

view of the public road have been recorded, as have all the historical data in the public 

domain. Access to the walled garden and its immediate surroundings was granted and the 

NHS land is open to the public. Both of these components of the estate were visited and 

have been recorded in full. 

 

 
A2 ALTERNATIVE NAMES OR SPELLINGS: 

 

¶ Stracathrow; Straithcathrow; Straitheathrow ï Register of the Great Seal of 

Scotland 

¶ Strukatherach; Stracathirach; Stracathrath; Stracathroc ï Groomeôs Gazetteer of 

1896 

¶ Strickathroe ï Ochterlony 1682 

¶ Strakatherach; Stracathirach  ï Jervise; Epitaphs & Inscriptions 

¶ Stacathro ï Map of 1678 by Robert Edward: Angusia Provincia Scotiae 

¶ Strickatro ï Royôs Military Survey c.1747 

¶ Strickathrow ï New Statistical Account 

¶ Strickathro ï Map of 1850 by John Thomson: Northern Part of Angus Southern 

Part 

 

The original spelling was probably Stracatherach which Dr Cameron of Fettercairn 

interprets as óthe valley of the warriorsô; óthe mossy valley of bogs and marshesô or the 

óStrath where the King foughtô. (D. Orr 2012) 

 

Possibly ómeeting of three watersô (North Esk, Cruick & West Water) ï Pat Melville-

Evans, 2012. 
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A3 ADDRESS AND POSTCODE: 

 

DD9 7QA 

 

A4 GRID REFERENCE: 

 

NO 626 656 

 

A5 LOCAL AUTHORITY: 

 

Angus Council (Historical County ï Forfarshire) 

 

A6 PARISH: 

 

Stracathro 

 

A7 INCLUDED IN AN INVENTORY OF GARDENS & DESIGNED LANDSCAPES IN 

SCOTLAND:                                       NO 

 

A8 TYPE OF SITE: (eg. Landscaped estate, private garden, public park/gardens, 

corporate/institutional landscape, cemetery, allotments, or other ï please specify) 

 

Stracathro was a landscaped estate. The house now stands in smaller landscaped grounds. 

The walled garden and immediate surrounds are owned independently of the house while 

part of the grounds NW of the stables are part of the Mill house now Millden Lodge. The 

NHS owns the former park. 

 

A9 SITE OWNERSHIP & CONTACT: (Where site is in divided ownership please list all 

owners and indicate areas owned on map if possible) 

 

The site is in multiple occupancy, involving different owners. 

 

NHS ï Almost the entire former park. 

 

The house, stables and surroundings, purchased 2003. 

 

The walled garden and its immediate surroundings of approximately three acres. Garden 

purchased c1997.  

 

The mill and part of the grounds along with the agricultural land of the former Stracathro 

estate. He purchased 107 acres from NHS in 1980. 

 

The gardenerôs house and butlerôs house (also known as the engineerôs house) are owned 

privately.  
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A10 SIZE IN HECTARES OR ACRES:  

 

What is given here is the overall size of the former estate. 

 

¶ 1775 ï At the time of purchase by Patrick Cruickshank, 1976 acres. (Refer B4 

Bibliography & Documentary Sources ï Scottish Places, On-line Gazetteer) 

¶ 1847 ï When sold by Alexander Cruickshank, 1939 acres of which 447 were 

woodland, 161 parkland and pleasure ground and the remainder in farms. (Refer 

B2 Primary & Documentary Sources -  Notice of sale of estate). 

¶ 1949 203 acres sold to the government, the balance retained by the Campbells. 

(Refer B4 Bibliography of Published Sources - GHSS Report) 

 

A11 PUBLIC ACCESS ARRANGEMENTS/OPENING TIMES (If any): 

 

Those parts owned by NHS, open at all times. The walled garden is open in working 

hours. The house and surrounding area are private as are the grounds of Millden Lodge. 

 

A12 NATIONAL & LOCAL AUTHORITY DESIGNATIONS: (eg. Conservation Area, 

Green Belt, Tree Preservation Order(s), Nature Conservation Area, etc. 

 

None 

 

A13 LISTED STRUCTURES:  

 

¶ HB 17779 item 20 Group B 1971 Ornamental footbridge SW of Stracathro 

House. 

¶ HB 17780 item 21 Group C (S) 1980 Footbridge over Cruick Water and flight of 

steps N. of Stracathro House. 

¶ HB 17790 item 2 Group C (S) 1980 Parish churchyard 

¶ HB 17791 item 3 Group C (S) 1980 Manse of Stracathro 

¶ HB 17792 item 4 Group C (S) 1980 Manse of Stracathro - outbuildings 

¶ HB 17793 item 5 Group C (S) 1980 Manse of Stracathro ï gate piers 

¶ HB 17794 item 7 Group B 1971 Millden Cottage 

¶ HB 17795 item 8 Group C (S) 1980 Millden Bridge over Cruick Water  

This bridge carries an unclassified public road over the Cruick Water, a tributary 

of the River North Esk. (Ref RCAHMS). 

¶ HB 17803 item 16 Group A 1971 Stracathro House. 

¶ HB 17804 item 17 Group A 1971 Stracathro House stables 

¶ HB 17805 item 18 Group B 1971 Stracathro House Walled Garden 

¶ HB 17806 item 19 Group C (S) 1980 Stracathro House statue E of walled garden 

¶ HB 17807 item 23 Group B 1971 Stracathro House gatepiers of Brechin North 

Water Bridge Road 

¶ HB 19826 item 1 Group C (S) 1980 Parish Church and Brawlôs Well 
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¶ HB 19827 item 6 Group C (S) 1980 Manse Bridge over Cruick Water 

¶ HB 19828 item 22 Group C (S) 1980 Stracathro House Engineerôs House 

 

The following are not listed buildings but are shown here for visibility: 

¶ RCAHMS ï Icehouse OS 1:2500 map, 1974 NO66NW 54.11 6219 6551 

¶ RCAHMS ï Saw mill OS 1:10,000 map, 1977 NO66NW 54.09 centred 6216 

6565. 

 

B. HISTORICAL SURVEY INFORMATION: MAPPED, 

DOCUMENTARY & PUBLISHED SOURCES  
B1 MAPPED SOURCES: (please list maps below in date order and attach copies where 

possible.  Give the description or title, date, makerôs name if known, and for Ordnance 

Survey maps give the date of survey, edition number and sheet number) 

 

 

 

 
1678 (Imprint) ï Robert Edward: Angusia Provincia Scotiae sive The Shire of Angus. 

Shows Stacathro. 

http://maps.nls.uk/counties/view/?id=200&zoom=4&lat=4636&lon=5444&layers=B 

 

http://maps.nls.uk/counties/view/?id=200&zoom=4&lat=4636&lon=5444&layers=B
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1745 (Imprint) ï H. Moll: The Shire of Angus or Forfar.  Shows Stacathro. 

http://maps.nls.uk/counties/view/?id=232&zoom=4&lat=3702&lon=4212&layers=B 

 

 
1747-55 Roy Military Survey of Scotland shows Strickatro. ©British Library Board. All 

Rights Reserved 

http://maps.nls.uk/geo/roy/#zoom=13&lat=56.75444&lon=-

2.53587&layers=B0000000TTT 

 

 

 

 

 

http://maps.nls.uk/counties/view/?id=232&zoom=4&lat=3702&lon=4212&layers=B
http://maps.nls.uk/geo/roy/#zoom=13&lat=56.75444&lon=-2.53587&layers=B0000000TTT
http://maps.nls.uk/geo/roy/#zoom=13&lat=56.75444&lon=-2.53587&layers=B0000000TTT
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1776 Taylor & Skinnerôs Survey and maps of the roads of North Britain or Scotland 

http://maps.nls.uk/atlas/taylor-

skinner/view/?id=1071&zoom=4&lat=1786.5&lon=2540.5&layers=B 

 

 
1794 John Ainslie: Map of the County of Forfar or Shire of Angus. 

http://maps.nls.uk/joins/view/?rsid=74400188&sid=74400189&mid=577&pdesc=North

%20East%20section&zoom=5&lat=3358.5&lon=5485&layers=B 

 

 

http://maps.nls.uk/atlas/taylor-skinner/view/?id=1071&zoom=4&lat=1786.5&lon=2540.5&layers=B
http://maps.nls.uk/atlas/taylor-skinner/view/?id=1071&zoom=4&lat=1786.5&lon=2540.5&layers=B
http://maps.nls.uk/joins/view/?rsid=74400188&sid=74400189&mid=577&pdesc=North%20East%20section&zoom=5&lat=3358.5&lon=5485&layers=B
http://maps.nls.uk/joins/view/?rsid=74400188&sid=74400189&mid=577&pdesc=North%20East%20section&zoom=5&lat=3358.5&lon=5485&layers=B
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1825 John Thomson: Northern Part of Angus Southern Part. 

http://maps.nls.uk/atlas/thomson/view/?rsid=74400151&sid=74400151&mid=516&pdesc

=Top%20section&zoom=6&lat=1429.5&lon=9244.5&layers=B 

 

 

 
 

1850 James Knox: Map of the Basin of the Tay shows Strickathro. 

http://maps.nls.uk/coasts/view-

chart/?id=842&zoom=6&lat=7443.5&lon=11487&layers=B 

 

 

http://maps.nls.uk/atlas/thomson/view/?rsid=74400151&sid=74400151&mid=516&pdesc=Top%20section&zoom=6&lat=1429.5&lon=9244.5&layers=B
http://maps.nls.uk/atlas/thomson/view/?rsid=74400151&sid=74400151&mid=516&pdesc=Top%20section&zoom=6&lat=1429.5&lon=9244.5&layers=B
http://maps.nls.uk/coasts/view-chart/?id=842&zoom=6&lat=7443.5&lon=11487&layers=B
http://maps.nls.uk/coasts/view-chart/?id=842&zoom=6&lat=7443.5&lon=11487&layers=B
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1862 OS 6ò to mile published 1865; sheet XX 

http://maps.nls.uk/os/6inch/view/?sid=74426898&zoom=5&lat=1504&lon=7308&layers

=B 

 

 

 
 

1862 OS 6ò to mile published 1865; sheet XXVII 

http://maps.nls.uk/os/6inch/view/?sid=74426905&zoom=4&lat=10212&lon=7168&layer

s=B 

 

 

http://maps.nls.uk/os/6inch/view/?sid=74426898&zoom=5&lat=1504&lon=7308&layers=B
http://maps.nls.uk/os/6inch/view/?sid=74426898&zoom=5&lat=1504&lon=7308&layers=B
http://maps.nls.uk/os/6inch/view/?sid=74426905&zoom=4&lat=10212&lon=7168&layers=B
http://maps.nls.uk/os/6inch/view/?sid=74426905&zoom=4&lat=10212&lon=7168&layers=B
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1862 OS 25ò to mile published 1865; sheet XX.14 

http://maps.nls.uk/os/25inch/view/?sid=74947072&zoom=4&lat=2096&lon=12392.5&la

yers=B 

 

 

 

 
 

1862 OS 25ò to mile published 1865; sheet XXVII.2 

http://maps.nls.uk/os/25inch/view/?sid=74478867&zoom=3&lat=8972&lon=12261.5&la

yers=B 

 

http://maps.nls.uk/os/25inch/view/?sid=74947072&zoom=4&lat=2096&lon=12392.5&layers=B
http://maps.nls.uk/os/25inch/view/?sid=74947072&zoom=4&lat=2096&lon=12392.5&layers=B
http://maps.nls.uk/os/25inch/view/?sid=74478867&zoom=3&lat=8972&lon=12261.5&layers=B
http://maps.nls.uk/os/25inch/view/?sid=74478867&zoom=3&lat=8972&lon=12261.5&layers=B
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1901 OS 6ò to mile published 1903; sheet XX.SW. 

http://maps.nls.uk/os/6inch-2nd-and-

later/view/?sid=75534233&zoom=4&lat=1724.5&lon=7048&layers=B 

 

 

 
 

1901 OS 6ò to mile published 1903; sheet XXVII.NW  

http://maps.nls.uk/os/6inch-2nd-and-

later/view/?sid=75534338&zoom=4&lat=5945&lon=7552&layers=B 

 

 


