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SYNOPSIS

This report contains the results of an archaeological watching brief maintained during ground disturbingnderkaken
in association withthe demolition of existing outbuildings and the excavation of footings foragpiicemennew build
duringthe refurbishment of the Wynnstay Arms Hotel, Llangollsa condition of Listed Building Consent.

The Wynnstay is a Grade |l Listed Buildimgthin Llangollen Conservation Aredelieved to be of mitb late 18th century
date which closedfor tradein 2017. The watching brief monitored ground excavations in the rear yard as part of the
currentwork toreplaceoutbuildingswith a modern kitchen block

The most interesting structute the rear of the hotel the 4m high boundary wall that forms the east side of the Vel

wall consiss of irregular, undresseslate blockdonded with modern pink cement, obviously the result of recent repointing
work. Further excavation showed thhetoriginal soft white lime mortar survivéal the buriedfootings that extended 0.8m
below the present ground level. The ground works expdeetbtindations of a previously demolished substantiaiveest
wall, protrudingfrom the boundary walbnd assungto have been contemporary with Tthe shortlength of this wall
suggests itformed part of the outbuildings recorded to the rear of the lotdl9" century cartographyEvidence of a
second easwest wall was indiated by ascarin the boundary wallnearer the hotel building. This wathay have been
incorporated into later buildingkatadjoiredthe hotel.

During hand cleaning around the eagst wall foundationsa small area of relict cultivation soil was revealedhe south

of the demolished wall. Within this an assemblage of pottery fragna@idts singleclay pipe bowl wergecoveredThe
finds are unstratified and the cultivation soil may have been pushed around the site on several othasfomsare
typical of wares produced by local potters from th® 620" century. The paucity of finds recovered from the site reflects
the changes that have taken plazahe rear of the hotel in Pastedieval to Modern times and the lack of undisturbed
depositsabove natural.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 This report contains the results of an archaeological watching brief maintained during ground disturbing works,
undertaken in association withe demolition of existing outbuildings and the excavation of footings ford¢péacement
Onew buildas part of the refurbishent of theWynnstay Arms Hotel, Bridge Street, Llangolléh,20 8PF(Fig. 1below).

St Collen's
Church

Fig. 1
JOB: Wynnstay Arms Hotel, Llangollen
CLIENT: Knights Construction Ltd C/O Mavi Properties Ltd
www.rogerparry.net
mall@rogerpany.net TITLE: Location Plan
LOCATION:
Tol: 01601 685334 Wynnstay Arms Hotel, Llangollen
SCALE: 1:1250 A4
Fax: 01691 657798
Roger Parry DATE: May 2018
Roger Parry & Partners LLP
& Partners The Property Experts DRAWINGNO: | LP1BB
DRAWN BY: BB
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1.2 The Wynnstay is a Grade |l ListeBuilding believed to be of mido late18th century date. The inwas first

mentioned in the 1750s when it was known as The Eagles, taking its name from the three eagles that appear on the coat of
arms of the Wynn family of Wynnstay Estate, the original owners of th& mHotel closed in 2¥ and propsals for the

overall refurbishment of the Hotel were submitted to Denbighshire Council as Planning Application N0.03/2018/0412 and
Listed Building Consent Application N0.03/2018/0413.

13 Consultation with Mark Walters, Development Control Archaeologist at CRgtys Archaeological Trust and
acting adviser to the planners on archaeological issues, elicited that:

Information retained within the Regional Historic Environment Record indicates that the development is
located within the medieval historic core of Llangolland to the rear of the Bridge Street frontage,
which is believed to have been part of the earlier medieval layout of the town. There is a potential that the
new area of foundation excavations for the rear half of the extension will reveal previolwestprded
medieval and later archaeology associated with former medieval and post medieval outbuildings, refuse
pits, property boundaries, light industrial use and artefacts of all periods. We would therefore require an
appropriate level of archaeological nitwring during the initial ground excavation works to identify and
record any features that may be revealed.

Accordingly we would recommend that an archaeologist is contracted to be present throughout the
duration of initial topsoiling, ground prepam@ti and foundation excavation works in order that an
adequate record of any archaeological features revealed by these works can be made. This advice is in
accordance with the guidance set out in Welsh Government TAN 24: The Historic Environment (May
2017) Panning Policy Wales (Chapter 6, EdhNov 2016).

In view of the above, the Development Control Archaeologist recommended a suitable planning condition to facilitate an
archaeological watching brief, as follows:

The developer shall ensure that a suitably qualified archaeological contractor is present during the
undertaking of any ground works in the development area so that an archaeological watching brief can be
conducted in accordance with an approved writtéreste of investigation. The archaeological watching

brief must meet the standards laid down by the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists Standard and
Guidance for archaeological watching briefs. Two weeks prior notice of the commencement of the
watching bief should be supplied to the Development Control Archaeologist on behalf of the LPA.

Mark Walters,DevelopmentControl ArchaeologistCommentdate05 June 2018

1.4 The above condition was not placed as a condition of planning consent for Application No. 03/201&46412
Knights Construction Groyghe Company undertaking the Restorationly received the information as Condition 3 of
Listed Building Consent (03/2018/03), when sitework had already commenced.

15 On Tuesday 14th AugusGastlering Archaeologywere contacted by Mr Joel Smith, Residential Development
Manager at Knights Construction Grquip attend siteurgently Unfortunately demolition works had aleha been
undetaken and some ground reduction, as part of the full planning consent.

1.6 Castlering Archaeologywere therefore contracted by Knights Construction Group to monitor and report on the
remaining groundworkin the rear yardindertaken on Wednesday Friday, 15" to 17thAugust 2018in the area shown

on Fig. 23 following. The Development Control Archaeologist has been made aware of the situation and the inability to
supply two weeks prior notice of the sitework, as statetié consultation dategth June 2018
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2.

AIMS

The ains of the watching briefvere to secure

1 the preservation by record of any archaeological remains or artefaxdantered duringround disturbing works

1 the analysis, conservation and letegm storage of any artefactual/ecofactual material recovered from the site

1 the production of a report documenting the results of the watching brief

3. METHODOLOGY

3.1 The site work comprised the monitoring of ground disturbing wiorldserear yard of the hotel

3.2 The watching brief was undertaken using proven archaeological techniques which comply with gudedileses

in:

1 the Chartered Institute for Archaeologjs2914aCode of condugt

1 the Chartered Institute for Archaeologj®2614a Standardand guidance for an archaeological watching brief

i the Chartered Institute for Archaeologjs914c, Code of approved practice for the regulation of contractual
arrangements in field archaeology.

3.3 All stages of the projeavere carried out in accordance with the guidelidshe Welsh Government

TAN 24: The Historic Environmen2017andPlanning Policy Wale2016(Chapter 6, Eition. 9).
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4. RESULTS OF THE WATCH ING BRIEF

4.1 Some demolition work had already beemdertakerprior to the commencement of the watching brief, therefore
limiting the understanding of the previously existing structurethesite. The demolition work had also largely removed
any existing soil deposits across the site, revealing a poorly sortedlrd®posit of river cobbles, gravels and shales.

4.2 The most interesting structute the rear of the hotel the 4m high boundary walihat formsthe east side of the
yard (Plates 4-6 following). The wallconsiss of irregular, undressed largely fl&stcedslate varying greatly in size up to
0.40min length Theslakesarebonded with modern pink cememtoviouslythe result ofrecent repointingvork. Further
excavation showed thahe original soft white lime mortar survived just below current gdolavel (Plate5). Although
most of the wall comprised the same irregular blocks, there were a number of modern brick insuggestingither a
later phase of constructiam subsequent brick infills and repairs over the passage af time

4.3 The foundations of greviously demolished substantiahstwestwall, protruding west from the boundary wall,
werealsorevealed(Plates 4, 8 & 11). The eastwestwall was located approximatelyOm to the south of the rear of the
hotel beyond the recely demolished outbuilding, in the position shown on gr2vious The surviving wall measured
3.5m longx 0.70m widex 0.40m deepandcomprised large and irregulandressed slate and limestone blocks up to 0.40m
in size. These stones were bonded with samesoft white lime mortaas thefoundations of théooundary wall Thewall

scar was clearly visible in the boundary wall immediately above theimsmfithe demolishedtructure (Plates 6, 7, 9 &
11). The identical nature of the demolished walid the existing boundary wall suggeshey are contemporaryheir
fabric and bonding suggestis 18thcentury dateif not earlier The substantial naterof the wall and its shortness of length
suggests iformed part of the outbuildings recorded to the rear of the hotel'Byetiury cartographgpara5.3following).

4.4 From August 5" to 17th all remaininggroundworks were monitored. The excavation work easied out by an
8t mechanical excavator fitted with a 1m toothed bu(Rkttes 11 & 12)

4.5 Excavation of the eastern footing the newbuild exposedhe foundation course of the existiagstern boundary

wall to be 0.80nbelow the former ground le¥. The coursing comprised irregulangular undressed slate blocks varying

in size up to 0.40m. The coursing was partially bonded with a soft white lime mortar and sat on a compacted mid yellowish
brown stony clay sijtas seen in Plat&and 10

4.6 A secondwall scar 0.60m wide was revealptbtruding from théboundary wall approximately 4m to the south of
the rear of the hotehlso seen in Plates 9 and ithe position shown oRig. 2.2 previous It was apparent that this wall
may havebeen incorporated into the modern fabric of the hotel outbuildimghad been demolished prior to the start of
the watchingbrief.

Finds

4.7 During hand cleaning around the area of the -@astt wall foundationsa small area of reliatultivation soil was
revealed ¢ the south of the demolished wall. Within this an assemblage of pottery fraganengssingle clay pipe bowl

were recovered The finds are unstratified and the cultivation soil may have been pushed around the site on several
occasions. Most of the materiatomprisedexamples of the robudtrown to blackisnead glazedcoarseearthemares

typical of those widely produced by marural potteries from the miti7th to 19th century periddr kitchen and dairy use

The waresnost notablycomprisedd pancheonsd, the | ar g soakingandwakshing tegetalgleét i on a
which Items 1 and 2 are examplé@s& 2 following). The sherdswvere undoubtedlproduced by Buckley potters

4.8 One rim fragment of a shallow whiteware bowl was the only eaffyc2ditury vesseand the only example af
mass produced factory waf®).

49 A thiechkuépide r i aoursehlard firal grittywredafabric witta thick inner slip lining may have once
been part of @ressmouldedplate or shallow dish(4). The small part of the pattern that remainggests abroad cream
trailed slipbrown. Slipware was producedt numerousites around the country frothe second half of the 17th century
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The coarseed fabric indicates thathis sherdwas probably also produced by Buckley pottng what can be seen of the
pattern suggest date o£.1700 onwards

410 The production ofpottery in the area of Buckley continued from medieval times into tfec2@tury. One
potentially earliessherd recovereftom the garden soils may also haeen produced &uckley. A rim sherd ofa possible
wheel thrownbowl or small jugfired in a hardfiredgritty red fabricwith an outer dark greéh-brownglazewas recovered
(5). The glaze is generalhssociated witlmedievalwares although the rougfabric of thesamplesuggests it is more likely
to be of 17" to early 18' centurydate.

411 Theassemblage included the base and part of the side béal whrown straight sided vessgbrobably a tankard
or drinking cup(6). The fabric of the vessel is a very hdngh-fired pale brownishearthenware with a number of small
gritty inclusions.Theroughmetallicdark purplish-brown glaze with iron rich inclusiorsovers the outer and inner surfaces
The sherdesemble<Listercian wares, Blackwares or Staffordshire Brownware vesdiisugh theglaze on this sample is
particular raigh. For this reason, the sample is more likely to dfec.17" to early 18' century date produced by
Staffordshire potters.

4.12  One clay pipe bowl and part stem was also recovered from the gardef7oils The sampl e bears
marks but its shapend short heel identifies it asypical of the pipes that were being produced in Chester in the 1840s
period (Davey;1980).The pipe has a leaf decoration along the moulding joins of the bowl.
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Plate 1:

Looking NE
towards the rea
elevation of the
hotel following
demolition of the
kitchen.

15.08.18

Plate 2:

Looking NNE
acrossthe yard
towards the rea
elevation of the
hotel following
demolition of the
kitchen.

15.08.18
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Plate 3:

Looking SSE
across the rear
yard

15.08.18

Plate 4:

Looking S with
the eastern
boundary wall
and exposed low
wall foundations.

1m scale bar

15.08.18




